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HELLO FROM THE EDITOR 
Hi All  

A reminder that if any of your personal details change, please let the membership officer Gary McPhee 

know ASAP. This Month another couple of pages of the C8 brochure . Also Ray Preston's Corvette. If you 

want your car in the newsletter or anything to share please send me an email. This month we also have the 

return of Sean’s Ramblings. Lastly the 2020 Nationals Committee. It didn't happen but they deserve some 

recognition for all of their hard work 

Regards 

Adrian Worsley 
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CLUB INFORMATION 

CORVETTE CLUB OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA Inc. 
PO BOX 230 FINDON SA 5023 

www.corvetteclubofsouthaustralia.com.au                  

SISTER CLUBS 

 CORVETTES WEST                              LONE STAR CORVETTE CLUB 

Southern California USA                    Texas USA 

MEETINGS   - ON HOLD                                                                                    

Held on the first Wednesday of every month           

Seaton Ramblers Football Club                          

South Parade, Seaton at 8pm  

 NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION  Emailing is quicker 

and will reduce costs to the Club.  Members who 

are happy to receive their newsletter via email, 

please email Cathrine.Neagle@jlta.com.au.            

If you have a change of address please advise the 

Membership Officer. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES                                                                         

due by 1st January each year   NEW         RENEWAL       

Financial Member                      $85.00           $80.00          

Associate Member                     $20.00           $20.00        

Country Member                        $40.00           $40.00 

BANK DETAILS  for Direct Debit                                                    

BSB  105 900   Account 9543 73840 

CLUB REGO   Inspections are no longer required. 

However, if you need a new Log Book, they are 

$10 each. 

The Corvette Club of South Australia Incorporated and 

its committee, is not responsible for statements 

(excepting their own) which may appear in any publica-

tion of the Corvette Club of SA Inc. newsletter, nor for 

the integrity of individuals buying or selling goods or 

services. We welcome the contribution of newsletter 

articles from members.  Note: Contributions may be 

edited for reasons of space.  

The Newsletter Editor has the right of refusal to publish.  

 

COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT                                                               

Rob McConnell  0408 820 819 

VICE PRESIDENT                                                         

AJ Martin   0422 355 973 

SECRETARY                                                                 

Catherine Neagle 0418 828 354 

TREASURER                                                               

David Daw   0411 604 927 

PUBLIC OFFICER                                                              

David Schrapel  0413 621 972 

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER  Gary McPhee                    

0412 804 811  eagles93@adam.com.au 

CLUB  REGO REGISTRAR –LHD Club Rego           

Arthur Hasse  0414 299 439 

CLUB REGO INSPECTOR                                        

Mark Dixon  0412 834 012 

CLUB HISTORIAN                                                           

Gerry Brine  0418 842 099 

EVENTS COORDINATOR                                         

Gerry Brine  0418 842 099 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR  Adrian Worsley 

newsletter.ccsa@gmail.com 

FUNDRAISING OFFICER                                   

Maelyn Bachelor         0498 187 148   

MERCHANDISE OFFICER                                    

Shirelee Mourdoukoutas       0402 443 420   

WEB MASTER Peter McBride  0417 857 153    
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Specialising in C3 (1968-1982) Corvettes, we can do anything from routine maintenance to ground up 

restorations. This includes conversions to Right Hand Drive and reconversions on cars that do not meet 

current standards. We have a large inventory of new and used parts and  panels in stock. Any parts that 

you require that are not in stock are normally 10-14 days away, as we place orders to America on a 

weekly basis.  

 Corvette Conversion Centre is pleased to announce that we have developed brackets to mount the 

RRS Rack and Pinion steering system to C3 Corvettes. This will be the perfect solution for poorly       

converted Corvettes or if you just want a more modern feeling steering system.  

Specialising in Conversions, Restorations and Spare Parts  

 PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
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Hi All 
 
Well we are getting closer to at least going on a cruise but it will be awhile yet before 
we can hold a meeting. 
 
The 2020 Nationals that wasn’t is nearly finalised with all the goodie bags distributed 
or sent to all the entrants and now all the committee has left to do is the final finance 
report. 
 
It will be interesting to see if there are any restrictions still in force when Canberra is 
due to hold their Nationals next Easter. 
 
I would like to thank the Club committee who are still working away in the back-
ground, just ask Gary our intrepid membership officer and Betsy, I mean Catherine, 
our secretary and Club conscience who are still working hard on Club business. 
Its wet and cold so go and polish the Vette. 
 
Pres 



 

 

PAGE 4 

 

Ray Preston 
 

My love for Corvettes started when I was 21, I purchased a framed photo of a C3 in red with a tan interior,  had it 

on my bedroom wall for years,  it's in the Man Cave today,  After seeing David Daw driving his yellow C3 in the 

same complex I lived in,  I eventually went over to have a chat about it,  within minutes Dave kindly took me for a 

drive on the northern expressway,  I was hooked! Not long after that I bought a 25th anniversary C3, needed a 

little work but was unmolested , eventually had the 350 sb fitted with alloy heads,  mild cam etc etc,  now it drove 

like a Corvette,  circumstances came that I had to sell it,  but I missed the club runs so I purchased a cheap red C4, 

however the footwell was too narrow for me and the conversion was a nightmare so eventually sold it and a Jagu-

ar XK8 to raise the money for the C5 I now have, I bought it from Andrew Temby from Vic,  (ex racing driver)   who 

did a few mods to engine but was otherwise stock and only 30k on the clock, After having previously sat in in 

Rudys C5 I like the comfort and more modern cockpit so i looked for a C5 and found it on CCSA web site, Andrew 

spent 5 days in his work shop fitting new tyres, new road/track brakes, changed all fluids in car, polished it up, 

ready for me to drive it home to SA, needless to say it poured with rain all the way home, I also found out on the 

journey home that if you turn off traction control you can overtake a combie van sideways, but you need to carry 

spare underpants. 

Kate and I really enjoy the club runs and the people who make up the club, so I guess im gonna have a Corvette 

for a long long time. 
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Sean’s random ramblings #15 

The Junkyard Dog – an LS story. 

This story begins with the pursuit of performance.  Accelerating up a hill is affected by 2 different things, power and weight.  I 

know, I know, there are lots of other stuff to sort out, but once you’ve got a dialled in car and driver, power and weight really 

become the big issues. 

What do you do when your times plateau dragging that old iron block C4 Coupe up the hill ?  I began to ponder this question 

and a multitude of options.  A conversation with AJ about his old LS1 motor that was sitting unloved in a corner got me think-

ing.   

What is the story with the Chevrolet LS V8 engine, and what makes it anything special ?  The LS design began back in 1995 

with 10 GM engineers who where given the job of starting with a clean blueprint sheet and designing a whole new Chevy V8 

engine.  What these engineers came up with is probably the stuff that Gen 1 small block hot rodders could only dream off.  

In the 80’s and 90’s the extreme racing and high performance builds used an iron block 350 4 bolt mains 010 block with 18 

degree (from the standard 23 degree) aftermarket heads or in ultra performance versions,  aftermarket alloy blocks.  These 

engines were a combination of lots of hours and lots of dollars to massage them into something capable of producing  500 - 

600 horsepower.   Cylinder head porters were more intimate with their cylinder heads than they were with their wives. 

So what did those engineers come up with, an all alloy block with 6 bolt mains cast into a Y shape so the block encompassed 

the crank and mains, 6.1” conrods, over 10 to 1 compression standard,  larger cam bearings so that high lift/duration cam-

shafts could be used,  15 degree computer designed cathedral port heads, an ignition system that runs off crank sensors with 

8 individual coils and no distributor, a crank driven oil pump and O ring style gaskets throughout the whole engine. 

What is the weight difference between an iron block/iron head L98 Corvette engine and the new all alloy LS1 ?, about 170 

lbs. ! That’s a serious chunk of weight sliced off.  The LS1 engine appeared in the new C5 corvette in 1997 before finding its 

way into a multitude of other GM cars over the years.  The base horsepower was 350 hp and soon became 405 hp and 505 

hp in the later Z06 models. 

The LS1 found its way into the Holden Commodore in 1999 and extended into the range of Holdens such as the Ute, Monaro,  

Caprice, Adventura etc.  The horsepower potential of these engines was explored in the HSV range, using the Z06 setup and 

tune.  The real let down was the weight of the Commodores, they ended up getting a bit porky and weighing in at around 

1800 kg despite the alloy LS1 engine.  This is compared to your average LS1 powered c5 Corvette being in the 1440 - 1470 kg 

mark.    

And then miraculously that Junkyard Dog LS1 engine that was unloved,  ended up in my garage ! 



 

 
 
 
Regards 
David Daw (CCSA Treasurer) 
ph: 0411 604 927 
 
 

Treasurer's Report for 21st May 2020   

Balance start at 1st May 2020  $16,897.80 

Cash & Cheques in  $252.30 

Cash & Cheques out  $47.30 

Closing Balance at 20th May 2020  $17,102.80 
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For Sale 
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Corvette C5 cat Back Borla exhaust 

 

$300. Contact Ray Preston 0402 882 945 
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MERCHANDISE  
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2020 Lifestyle and Leisure 
                    Clamshell Cheese Board Acacia Wood $50                              Tavolo Table Bamboo $65 

                                             
 

Bullet Vacuum Flask St/Stl $35   Tea Infuser Bottle $35 

        
 

Master Grill Music Apron  Black/Charcoal $40  Satellite Messenger Bag $40 
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Our Beloved President and the driving force behind the 2020 Na-

tionals. Rob has all the answers and the patience of a Saint. Rob will 

be the main man for Fridays Nights Meet’n Greet & Sundays Gala 

This Dynamic Duo have been the big organisers behind the 

scenes. They’ll be running the amazing Super Cruise on the Sun-

day 

These Guys are the “Go to Men” for Saturdays Shown 

n Shine in town. It’s gonna’ be a BIG day! 

Ruthie and her amazing husband Stuart will be running Saturday 

nights Mad Hatters Dinner. Be a little different, we don’t judge! 

Besides making the main man Robs life hell, Catherine is our Ace treasur-

er and our “Complaints Department”………………. I Dare Ya  

All round Good Guy and the Super Organiser. Besides being an “Ideas 

Man”, John has organised our awesome and Unique trophies  

Gazza as he is affectionally known, is our Chief data Analyst Guru and Re-

searcher. If you need to choose wine with your meal—See Gazza 
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13 Colley Terrace, Glenelg, South Australia 5822     

ENQUIRIES    PH 08 8294 5822     FAX 08 8294 3393 

EMAIL: bookings@ensenada.com.au      

www.ensenada.com.au 

Owned and operated by the McBride family since 1984 
The Ensenada Motor Inn and Suites offers quality accommodation and comfort 

enhanced with the best local service. Whether in Adelaide for business or    

pleasure, the Ensenada is "the place to stay at the bay.”,  ideally located        

opposite picturesque Colley Reserve and only a one minute walk to the golden 

sands of Glenelg Beach and adjacent to Moseley Square, famous for it's cafe's, 

restaurants and tram service to the Adelaide City CBD. 

A refurbishment program enhances our reputation as the centrepoint of      

Historic Glenelg.  Executive and Deluxe rooms boast luxurious furnishings with 

quality polished furniture featuring: 

• Queen size beds 

• High-speed hard-wired Internet access plus hi-speed Wireless Broadband 

• Large HDD LCD Remote control TV with free Foxtel / cable 

• DVD/VCR players and iPod docking station  

• Double glazing to ensure a peaceful stay 

• Air-conditioning split  system heating and  cooling plus ceiling fans 

• Secure off-street and  under cover parking -  access by PIN code 

• Same day dry cleaning / laundry service plus a guest laundry on site 

• Tour desk 

• Voicemail 

 

EXECUTIVE ROOM  4 star rating RAA  NRMA RACV  

 Queen beds plus a sofa bed 

 Individual control split-system air-conditioning 

 Remote control TV with DVD/VCR  

 Refrigerator with mini bar plus tea and coffee    

making facilities 

 Direct dial STD/ISD phones, data/modem ports 

 Ironing facilities 

 Modern bathrooms with hairdryers 

 Non-smoking rooms available                                                                   

 

DELUXE ROOM     4 star rating RAA  NRMA RACV  

All features of the Executive Rooms with superior      

bedroom furnishings plus: 

 Queen and Single beds plus a sofa bed 

 Dining table and chairs 

 Non-smoking rooms available 

 

SUITES  All suites contain: 

 Queen sized bed, built in robes with ironing facilities 

 Ensuite bathroom with hairdryer 

 Remote control TV, DVD/VCR 

 Reverse cycle air-conditioning  

 Direct dial cordless phones, data/modems ports 

 Kitchenette equipped with  120lt fridge, mini-bar, 

tea & coffee making facilities, microwave, hot plate, 

ducted range-hood, crockery, cutlery, pots, micro-

wave dishes, toaster plus a dining table and chairs 

All suites are strictly non-smoking 

Absolute ground floor access.    

     ONE BEDROOM SUITE Queen Bed 

     TWO BEDROOM SUITE  Queen bed in main bedroom 

     2 single beds or double bunk beds in second bedroom 
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